BY ORDER OF THE  SHAH

Great Britain's policy in Persia depended upon the
settlement of the troubles arising from the Afghan War.
Her role was to hinder Persian supplies to the Russian
forces striking towards. India, in a country which distrusted
her intentions but not her means of enforcing them. The
Russian minister had considerable influence with the
Shah and used gold and threats to gain his points. England
had begun to regard Afghanistan and Persia as buffer
states against Russia, and thus sought to remain in the
good graces of the Shah, hoping that she would be able to
press Persia to restrict supplies to the Russians. Persia
was then well in the international soup, stirred by Britain
and Russia at the same time.

For half a century the same influences applied. Only
the detail varied. Shahs remained as weak as the country
over which they ruled. Policies vacillated. Great nations
sought their own ends in the chaos of a hopeless govern-
ment with a still more hopeless outlook. The people had
no control over their rulers, were down-trodden and
abused in every conceivable way, and grew desperate for
want of leadership.

An attempt to achieve reform was made in the summer
of 1906, when over ten thousand people, under priestly
influence, marched to the British Legation and took
sanctuary. They settled themselves near the Union Jack
and indulged in passive resistance, until the Shah dis-
missed one of the more flagrant bullies and promised some
form of constitution. It was a bloodless revolution. When
the Shah died a year later, the country was relieved of
a despot, only to find his successor was a coward and a
vice-riding tyrant of the worst order, with no vestige of
feeling for those over whom fate had given him power.

They were hard days, when only strong measures
gained redress or stopped rioting. On one occasion the
women were goaded to force their way into the presence of
their rulers, where they produced revolvers, tore off their
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